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CHAD PATTON
Making transportation 

glamorous

BY SUSAN LANIER-GRAHAM

PHOTOS BY CARL SCHULTZ

As with so many Arizonans, golf brought 
Chad Patton to the state. The Kansas 
native headed to Florida to attend college, 
and then jumped at a chance to pursue a 
golf career in the Phoenix area. He never 
could have imagined, however, that in two 
decades he would be a leader in the trans-
portation and logistics industry. 
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up close

Creating a Winning Model
Patton left his hometown in Kansas and 
headed for Florida Southern College to 
pursue his love of golf. When he was 
offered an opportunity to leave college for 
a position in Arizona, he jumped at it. 

“College just wasn’t right for me,” 
explains Patton. “It’s just not right for 
everyone.” 

Over the years, Patton pursued a lot 
of interests, most of them involving sales. 
He credits his father for his work ethic. 

“I grew up on a ranch in Kansas. Early 
on my father told me, ‘One thing I’m going 
to teach you is how to work hard.’ And 
that’s what I learned from him,” he explains. 

Patton says he didn’t appreciate it 
so much as a teenager, especially when 
his friends quit coming around for fear the 
elder Patton would put them all to work 
checking fences. But today he is grateful, 
and hard work has definitely paid off for 
him. 

Today, Patton’s career in the trans-
portation industry has turned into a gold 
mine. “Transportation isn’t really sexy,” 
laughs Patton. “Freight might not be the 
most glamorous profession, but the trans-
portation world has its finger on the pulse 
of the world’s economy.”

In May 2012, Patton and his busi-
ness partner, Carson Holmquist, founded 
Stream Logistics. The concept is unique 

in the transportation industry. 
“It’s a boutique-style company,” 

explains Patton. “We want quality over 
quantity. We focus on customer service. 
We hire people, not paper. We actually 
prefer to hire young people without expe-
rience so we can mold them.”

Stream Logistics, which started 
inauspiciously enough in Patton’s kitchen 
(“Every company has to start somewhere,” 
jokes Patton), focuses on high-end manu-
facturing companies. 

“We ship the alphabet,” he says, 
laughing, “but not every customer is a fit 
for us.”

Stream Logistics is what is known in 
the industry as a 3PL—a third-party logis-
tics firm. They sell knowledge. They know 
the equipment providers. They know the 
best suppliers. Patton and his company 
focus on the logistics so that a manufac-
turing company can specialize in what it 
does best—creating a product. It’s up to 
Patton to make certain the product gets 
where it needs to go.

It’s All About the People
Stream Logistics (www.streamlogistics.
com) started out small with just three 
employees and, by focusing on the peo-
ple, grew rapidly. Just three years later, 
the multi-million dollar company employs 
about 20, has more than 100 clients, and 

makes more than 60 shipments every day. 
“It’s all about the people,” Patton 

explains. “The relationships are key. We 
take care of the people we hire. I truly 
believe you are who you hire.” 

Patton says it is important for all 
Stream Logistics employees to be pol-
ished. “They have to interface with people 
all day.” To ensure this goes smoothly, 
Patton works with his employees to mas-
ter phone, email, and face-to-face com-
munications. 

Success Comes Fast
Since those first days back in 2012, 
Patton has watched the company expand 
exponentially. The company recently 
moved into new headquarters in Optima 
Sonoran Village near Camelback and 
Scottsdale roads. 

“Sometimes we don’t get a chance 
to sit back and watch the growth,” 
laments Patton. 

But he doesn’t forget to give back. 
Stream Logistics launched a partnership 
on Jan. 1, 2015 with Phoenix Children’s 
Hospital. They donate dollars for every 
load they book. 

“It has been a life-changing experi-
ence,” Patton says. “We cut them a check 
every month.”

Time for Fun
Patton works a lot of hours—so many that 
he no longer plays the golf that brought 
him to the Valley—but he does find time to 
enjoy Arizona and embrace his love of the 
outdoors. 

“I’m a huge fitness fanatic,” he 
explains. “Fitness and health are still an 
important part of my life.” 

While he loves living in Arizona—
being outside 365 days a year, feeling the 
great energy of the sun, and savoring all 
the amazing new restaurants—he also has 
a passion for exploring the world. 

“I love to travel,” he says. “I’ve been 
to Maui and Spain this year, and am head-
ing to Australia this fall.”

And for the future of Stream 
Logistics and his vision of a boutique-
style transportation company? “We’re 
going to keep ramping it up, continuing to 
expand, and hiring good people.”
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The Hair  
Color Expert,
Rodney Gentry
Specializing in hair coloring, corrective 
color, dimensional hair color,  
highlights, lowlights, and smoothing  
hair treatment services.

Rodney Gentry’s meticulous method 
of hair coloring combined with 
state of art products produces 
healthy, shiny, naturally beautiful 
hair every time. Rodney creates 
a natural look that highlights the 
assets of one’s face and complexion. 
By constantly seeking out the newest 
styles and most advanced techniques 
Rodney achieves the look that is perfect 
for for you. Rodney excels in creating a 
classic look with a modern edge and an 
emphasis on healthy hair as he focuses on your 
preferences and concerns. After consultation, 
Rodney’s attention to detail provides a style that is 
easily cared for and easily managed on one’s own. Your 
hair will not only look better, but also feel better.  Most clients 
become life-long customers. The loyalty of Rodney’s clientele is attributed 
to his keen eye, attention to detail, down-to-earth personality and for the 
wonderful experience he provides during the process. With Rodney Gentry 
in control of your hair you will look forward to the appointments, enjoy the 
experience and leave excited to show off your gorgeous hair. 

Book to experience his services to understand why he is considered 
one of the top hair coloring experts in Scottsdale Arizona!

SS_28_31Trendsetter_Oct15.indd   30 9/23/15   4:09 PM


	COVER3_SS_Oct15
	SS_InFrontCover_Oct15
	SS_3_13Ads_Oct15
	SS_14_18IN_Oct15
	SS_19_25IN_Oct15
	SS_26_27Ads_Oct15
	SS_28_31Trendsetter_Oct15
	SS_32_34Beats_Oct15
	SS_35Beats_Oct15
	SS_36_39His_HerStyle_Oct15
	SS_40_43Noticed_Oct15
	SS_44_47KareemPolo_Oct15
	SS_48_49ScottsNow_Oct15
	SS_50UrbanLiving_Oct15
	SS_51_61UrbanLiving_Oct15
	SS_62_65LowDown_Oct15
	SS_66Do_Cal_Event_Out_Oct15
	SS_67_79Do_Cal_Event_Out_Oct15
	SS_80_81HighStreet_Oct15
	SS_82Cuisine_Cheers_Oct15
	SS_83_85Cuisine_Cheers_Oct15
	SS_86_87Indulge_Oct15
	SS_88_93Shop_Style_Oct15
	SS_94_95Allure_Oct15
	SS_96_97HauteProp_Oct15
	SS_98Places_Oct15
	SS_99Wheels_Oct15
	SS_100_107Fashion_Oct15
	SS_108_114Seen_Oct15
	SS_115_121Seen_Oct15
	SS_122_125Taste_FoodFiles_Oct15
	SS_126_130Drink_DineGuide_New_Oct15
	SS_InBackCover_Oct15
	SS_BackCover_Oct15



