Blending sweet guitar and sweet vocals
BY SUSAN LANIER-GRAHAM

The Gin Blossoms might be close to local royalty in Phoenix,
but when marketing professional/designer Kira Brown met their
guitarist, Scotty Johnson, briefly for the first time a few years ago,
she wasn’t really sure who he was. The next time was completely
different. Brown says it was magic from the start. “We met at The
Vig,” she explains. “I said hello, we locked eyes, and now we’ve
been together for three-and-a-half years.” But this isn’t just about
a love story—it’s about making music as sweet as honey. Brown
and Johnson have teamed up professionally with three other band
members to create Honeygirl, a country rock band.

The early years
Brown and Johnson met quite by chance. Now an Arcadia mom of
a 6-year-old son, Brown grew up in the Southeast Valley. Her parents still live in Queen Creek. She finished high school and went
to Arizona State University. Right out of college, she married and
opened her own design studio and marketing business, and then
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eventually started Fashion Phoenix. “I took singing lessons when
I was 23 or 24,” laughs Brown, “but I never did anything with it. It
was my secret hobby for a long time.”
After what Brown calls a very sad divorce, she found Johnson
at a point in her life when she truly needed a friend and someone to
encourage her.
Johnson, born in Denver to a musical family, became a household name in the mid-’90s—especially here in Phoenix—when the
Gin Blossoms soared to the top of the charts with “Hey Jealousy.”
“Before then, we played spots in South Scottsdale and on Mill
Avenue,” explains Johnson, who is known for his “sweet guitar” that
earned him the nickname Honeyboy.
Today, Johnson still plays guitar and tours with the Gin
Blossoms. He also has another side band, Elvis Before Noon, that
plays regularly at The Vig. When Brown and Johnson met, not only
did they become friends and lovers, but eventually band mates in
together in Honeygirl, their own band.
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Honeygirl is born

“We really
have the
coolest
band. Scotty
has told
me that the
chemistry is
sometimes
hard to get
and keep,
but it’s
there with
Honeygirl.”

Bianco’s Italian Restaurant, and Tarbell’s for
special occasions.
“Oh, and we can’t forget The Little Woody,”
laughs Brown. “That’s Scotty’s man cave. If I
miss him, I can call down there and he’s there.”
In her spare time, Brown also loves being
mom to her son. “I also coach his soccer team,”
says Brown, beaming.
But what about the personal relationship
between the two band mates? “We’re happy,”
explains Brown.
“Scotty is so patient with me,” Johnson
agrees. “We’re happy and we’re best friends.”

“Scotty encouraged my love of music,” explains
Brown. “He gives me the confidence and
encouragement to express my feelings and
write these songs. I write the words, then he
plays what I hear and feel in my heart. It’s a
great collaboration.”
Brown believes the songs they perform,
particularly the songs she and Johnson write,
appeal to a lot of people. “They’re about relationships and my feelings. Our songs are fun to
dance to and sing to.”
Brown laughs about the band’s name.
“Scotty’s band calls him Honeyboy Johnson
because he’s so sweet on the guitar. He’s my
honeyboy, so Honeygirl was an easy name.”
The duo eventually added three additional members—Cassandra Clawson, Roger
Singleton and Dave Thompson—to round out
the group.
“We have great chemistry,” explains
Brown. “We really have the coolest band.
Scotty has told me that the chemistry is sometimes hard to get and keep, but it’s there with
Honeygirl.”
Honeygirl’s country rock sound has some
sticky pop jangles and bluesy riffs that come
from the music Brown and Johnson enjoy.
Johnson says he finds inspiration all over.
“I get super-inspired by all kinds of music.
I love listening to old jazz. Ella Fitzgerald was
amazing. I also listen to Bruno Mars and Fun.
[called Fun “Dot” by their fans] with Brooklyn Nate [Nate Reuss]
who grew up here in Peoria. It’s actually a pretty exciting time in
music right now.”
Brown says she has an eclectic music taste as well, listening
to country, pop and rock. As far as her inspiration for writing the
lyrics, Brown says she’s actually a late bloomer.
“I had an easy life growing up. I didn’t have those feelings
and experiences to write about until I became a mom and went
through a divorce.”

For Johnson, his entire life has been about
music, growing up in a home with musicians for
parents and an older brother who is a singer.
What does he love most about it? “The creative
side,” he explains. “Getting to write and play
your own music.”
Brown is new to the music world, but says
the best part is watching people react to her
songs.
“The last time we performed, people actually got up and danced to our music. Watching
how people react to our songs is so rewarding.”
Brown says she loves the feedback from
their fans. “I think my songs empower women.
Music is healing to me and I hope it can be
that way for others. One of the biggest rewards
would be having one of my songs become
someone’s breakup anthem.”
The rewards are great, but the life as a musician isn’t always
easy, especially when you juggle as much as this couple. Brown
says that scheduling appearances is one of the most difficult
aspects of the business.
“The process of finding the cool places to play is hard,” she
explains. “You have to find out what the market demands. There is
a movement in Phoenix toward more country, but there still aren’t a
lot of women. You really have to prove yourself to the audiences.”

The Uptown lifestyle

Looking to the future

Brown and Johnson enjoy their lives together and love everything
Uptown has to offer. They have some favorite spots they frequent
when they want to get out. They tease back and forth when talking
about their favorite hot spots in the area.
“We love Postino’s,” says Johnson.
Brown laughs, saying, “We had our first date there.”
Johnson continues, “We go to The Vig a lot, even if we’re not
playing.”
Brown interjects, “And that’s where we met.”
The couple is so at ease with each other that it’s not uncommon for them to end each others’ thoughts. Bantering back and
forth, they came up with a short list that includes True Foods, Chris

Johnson and Brown have big plans for Honeygirl. Brown envisions
playing to packed houses and having people get up and dance to
their music. Johnson laughs, saying, “I’d really like to win an Oscar.”
As far as their personal lives together, neither wants to rock
the boat, happy with being best friends and having their lives
together today. The focus now is on their music. “I want people to
know our music is awesome,” explains Johnson.
Brown agrees. “Our songs are fun to dance to and sing to. I
hope everyone comes to hear us.”
Find out more about Honeygirl and their upcoming performances online at www.honeygirlmusic.com or on Facebook at
HoneygirlMusic.
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Loving the musical life

